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devise for that purpose. Putting him also in remembrance of the
great commodity coming unto his holiness herein, by reason that
this cause being here decided the Pope not only is delivered from
the pain that he should, in this his time of disease and sickness
to the extreme peril of his life sustain with the same, seeing that
it is of such moment and importance as suflfereth no tract or
delay, but also his holiness shall by such decision here eschew and
avoid all displeasure that he should not fail to have if it were
or should be passed elsewhere; which matter is no little wisdom
well to foresee and consider. And not only to forbear to do or
pass anything derogatory or prejudicial to his said commission,
but also by all means possible to corroborate and fortify the same
and all such acts judicial as shall pass by his said legates by virtue
thereof, like as we doubt not but that the Pope's holiness, of his
uprightness, virtue and perfect wisdom, will do. And rather,
like a most loving father and friend, tender and favour our good,
just and reasonable causes and desires, putting thereunto all the
furtherance he may do, than to do, or consent to be done, any-
thing hurtful, prejudicial, damageable, or displeasant unto us or
this our said cause.

And finally, if need shall be, we will ye also infer as the case
shall require, how inconvenient it were this our matter should be
decided in the Court of Rome, which now dependeth totally in
the Emperor's arbitre, having such puissance near thereunto that
as hath been written by the Pope's own letters, their state and
life there is all in the Emperor's hands, whose armies may famish
or relieve them at their pleasures. And semblably ye shall not
forget the prerogative of our Crown and jurisdiction royal, by
the ancient laws of our realm, which admitteth nothing to be
done by the Pope to the prejudice thereof; and also "what danger
they should incur that would presume to bring or present any
such thing into the same, as in our last letters sent by Alexander
was touched at good length. Wherein, since ye be already so
well and amply instructed, knowing also how much the matter
imported^ and toucheth us, and what perfect and agreeable ser-
vice ye may do unto us herein, with the high thanks that ye
may deserve for the same, we shall not be more pro[li]x but
refer the substantial, perfect and assured handling hereof to your